The Crowd in  Peace  and War

"prised. Then he turned to Chairman Richardson and then to
"Senator Jones. Then he looked at Sergeant-at-Arms John S.
"Martin. Something was amiss. Something had gone wrong.
"Mr. Martin waved his arms in his excitement. He weighs
"300 pounds. He jumped down from his perch on the platform
"on to the gangway running before the platform and danced
"about in anger. The ushers and messengers were quickly
"around him. There was a hurried confabulation and Mr.
" Martin swung his head and his arms back towards Senator
"Tillman upon the platform. The messengers and ushers
"darted here and there among the delegates and a hundred of
"other messengers and ushers rushed up into the galleries. All
"were loaded with American flags. They quietly distributed
"these flags among the delegates and the audience. In a jiffy
"Mr. Martin waved his arms up at the band and it quickly came
"out with the 'Star Spangled Banner.' Even then there was
"no demonstration. Senator Tillman turned full face to the
"audience and roared with all his might, *I say again that Im-
" 'perialism is the paramount issue of this campaign.' The band,
"which had halted a moment, came out again with the 'Star
"' Spangled Banner.' The delegates and the audience unfolded
"their flags. A great flag which was hung from the steel trusses
"of the convention hall just over the platform was dropped.
"This was the legend upon it: 'The Constitution and the
"' flag, one and inseparable, now and forever; the flag of the
"' republic forever, of an empire never.'

"Then came one of the greatest scenes that this convention
"has had. Upon all the little flags which the hundreds of mes-
"sengers and ushers had distributed were printed the exact
"words on the big flag which had been let down from the trusses.
"The audience roared with enthusiasm. The delegates grasped
"their standards and swung them over their heads. Half a
"dozen banners were waved in the air. One of them read:
" 'Lincoln abolished slavery under the flag. McKinley restored

14